- Towable Inflatable Tube — Basic
Operation & Safety Guide

Intended Use:

Designed for recreational towing behind a boat on lakes or calm waters. Suitable for one or more
riders depending on the tube model and manufacturer specifications.

1. General Information

Key Points:

e Maximum riders: Follow manufacturer specifications.

e Maximum weight: Do not exceed rated weight capacity.

e Recommended tow speed: Typically 10-25 mph depending on rider age, skill, and tube
type.

e Tow rope: Use a marine-grade tow rope of appropriate length and strength, with a
swivel to reduce rope twisting.

e Always use U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets.

Recommended Equipment:

Life jackets for all riders

Tow rope with swivel hook

Boat capable of steady speed control
Safety observer in the boat

2. Pre-Use Checklist

Tube Inspection:

e Check tube surface for punctures, tears, or worn areas.

e Ensure handles and grab ropes are secure.

o Check valves are fully closed and tube is properly inflated according to manufacturer
PSIL.

o Inspect tow rope for fraying or damage.

e Confirm that inflation is consistent across all chambers (if multi-chamber tube).

Rider Safety:



o Verify life jackets fit snugly and are fastened.

e Instruct riders on proper riding position: sitting, kneeling, or lying on stomach
depending on tube design.

e Only allow riders approved by age and weight restrictions.

e Make sure hair, jewelry, and loose clothing are secured to prevent snagging.

Boat Readiness:

o Ensure boat can maintain steady towing speed.
e Assign a safety observer in the boat to watch riders at all times.
e Verify clear water ahead and to the sides; avoid shallow areas, docks, or obstacles.

3. Launch Procedure

Inflate tube fully according to manufacturer instructions.
Attach tow rope securely to tube’s towing point and boat’s tow hook.
Place tube in water behind boat, ensuring rope is not tangled.
Have riders mount tube while the boat is stationary in shallow water.
Rider positions:

o Sit upright with legs in front

o Hold handles firmly with both hands

o Keep body centered on tube
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4. Towing Operation

o Begin towing at slow speed (5—-10 mph) until riders are comfortable.
e Gradually increase speed, staying within recommended limits.
e Avoid sudden sharp turns and quick acceleration or deceleration.
e Maintain consistent speed and smooth steering.
o Keep a safe distance from docks, boats, and shallow water.
e Communicate hand signals for rider readiness, slowing, or stopping:
o Wave one hand: ready
o Hold both hands up: stop
o Tap head: slow down

Maximum Speed & Rider Safety Tips:
o Follow manufacturer limits; younger or lighter riders should be towed slower.

e Avoid rough water or wakes from other boats.
o Ensure at least one safety observer watches riders constantly.



5. Stopping Procedure

Reduce boat speed gradually.

Instruct riders to hold on and lean back slightly.

Bring tube to a controlled stop in deep water.

Allow riders to dismount safely, holding the tube handles.
Avoid abrupt stops to prevent injury or rope entanglement.
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6. Emergency Procedures

e Tube overturns or riders fall off:
o Boat operator slows down immediately.
o Safety observer signals and retrieves the rider quickly.
o Ensure rider is wearing a life jacket.
¢ Rope snaps:
o Boat slows and stops gradually.
o Retrieve tube from water.
e Tube deflates or is damaged:
o Stop towing immediately.
o Remove all riders and do not continue until repaired.

7. Maintenance & Storage

e Rinse tube with fresh water after each use.

e Dry completely before storage to prevent mold or mildew.

e Inspect valves, seams, and handles regularly.

e Repair small punctures using manufacturer-approved patch Kits.
e Store in a cool, dry location away from direct sunlight.

e Avoid dragging tube over rough surfaces or sharp objects.

8. Safety Guidelines Summary

e Always wear a life jacket.

e Only tow in open water, free of obstacles.

e Maintain safe towing speed for rider age and skill.
o Ensure safety observer is present in the boat.



o Keep rope clear of propellers.
e Do not overload the tube or exceed weight/age limits.
e Do not tow in bad weather, high winds, or large waves.

9. Quick Reference

Step Action
Pre-Use  Check tube, rope, life jackets, water conditions
Launch Inflate, attach rope, mount riders safely
Tow Gradual speed increase, smooth turns, observe riders
Stop Reduce speed gradually, instruct riders to hold handles
Emergency Slow boat, retrieve riders, repair tube if needed
Storage  Rinse, dry, inspect, store away from sun and sharp objects



